
AP Psychology
Unit 6: Learning
Conditioning and the Law
	Our legal system has its own way of incentivizing our behavior through a system of rewards and punishments. Your task will be to select a total of four laws and investigate the consequences. This can be laws for people both who are institutionalized (punishments or rewards for people in prison or jail) or people who are not institutionalized. For the laws you select you will be providing the following: 
· A detailed description of the law and consequence. Make sure you indicate if this is for a first, second or third offense (if the information is provided) and if this is a first, second or third degree. For the consequence, make sure to explain if there is any jail time, fines or probation required. 
· An analysis to determine what type of punishment or reinforcement this would be according to Skinner. Make sure you are using vocabulary from the textbook! 
· An alternative that you suggest using a different type of operant conditioning. For example, if the consequence is negative punishment than select positive punishment, positive/negative reinforcement. The alternative needs to be somewhat realistic. 

Once you complete your legal analysis, you will complete just one final reflection to attach to the remainder of the work. The reflection should be detailed and thoughtful. The questions are: 
1. From your research, how is our criminal justice approach mostly structured? 
2. Overall, how did your alternative proposals differ from the consequences that have already been put into law? 
3. Do you think an adjustment in our mindset about consequences would reduce crime overall? Explain.

While you will be looking at information, it is important that all of the information in your analysis and explanation be in your own words. Plagiarism has consequences. See the course syllabus for details. You may handwrite or type the assignment. If you use Google Docs, you can share it with me. 

This assignment is due on the day of our unit 6 test at the beginning of class. If the assignment is not in at the beginning of class, it is considered late. 
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